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DG REGIO: who are we?
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Director General ïDirk Ahner

Deputy Director General

Katarina Mathernova

Deputy Director General

Michele Pasca-Raymondo

700 staff in total

5 directorates dealing with 

implementation in the 

Member States

1 directorate for 

financial control 

and auditing of 

actions

3 directorates 

addressing strategic 

issues of cohesion 

policy

18 units for the 

27 Member 

States  and 

accession 

States

4 units for 

various auditing 

functions

3 units:

Coordination, 

financial eng-

ineering

4 units: 

Policy and 

research, 

territorial 

develop-

ment,

Evaluation.  

3 units: 

Commun-

ications, intl 

relations, 

outer-most 

regions, legal 

advice

Directorate 

Resources
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Regional policy decision-making in the EU

European Commission 

proposes

Council decides 

or co-decides

European Parliament agrees

Ą with/without modifications

Legislation is adopted

Commission implements

in partnership
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FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS FOR REGIONAL POLICY

ïCOHESION FUND (70 billion euros):
ÅEligibility at national level (M-S with GNI per 

head less than 90% of the community 
average)

ÅTransport TENs and environmental projects

ïEUROPEAN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
FUND (196 billion euros): 
ÅEligibility at regional level (ñNUTS IIò)

ÅSupports physical investment programmes

ï[EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND (76 billion 
euros):
ÅSupports national programmes

ÅSupports human capital investment 
programmes]
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Index EU 25 = 100

Source: Eurostat

Geographical  Eligibility 
for Structural Funds Support 2007 - 2013 

Objective 'Regional
Competitiveness and 
Employment'
Phasing - in regions, 
"naturally" above 75% 

Convergence objective
statistically affected regions

Objective 'Regional
Competitiveness and 
Employment'

Convergence objective
(Regions > 75% in EU25)
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Part I 

A special initiative:

the Northern Ireland Task Force
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Why a Task Force for NITF?

Å Long-standing EU support for NI: 6 billion euros 

in regional aid, 1989-2013, including cross-

border co-operation (INTERREG) and the 

unique PEACE programmes since 1995; 

contributions to IFI

Å Desire of President  Jose Manuel Barroso (1 

May 2007) to support the renewal of NI 

institutions 

Å Part of the original mission  of the EU: ñpeace 

and prosperityò in Europe.
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The remit of the NITF

ñéhelping the region to become more firmly 

embedded in the dense formal and informal networks 

that make up the knowledge economy.ò

JM Barroso, President of the Commission 

ñéto remove the obstacles facing Northern Ireland in 

participating in a range of programmes and initiatives 

and in competing for additional resourceséò

D Hübner, former Regional Policy Commissioner
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The NITF framework:

a new type of EU-region partnership

ÅUnder the responsibility of Commissioner Hahn

ÅDay-to-day management by DG REGIO;

ÅMulti-disciplinary: REGIO + ENTR, EMPL, EAC, 

ENV, R&D, TREN, AGRI, MARE and SG plus EIB

ÅInternal to the Commission but with an open working 

method: joint meetings NITF-NI administration; 

meetings with IRL administration on the òall-island 

economyò study; contacts with civil society.
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The NITF framework

Activities:

Å2007-2008: stocktaking of NI participation in 

key EU policy actions (focus on 2000-2006), 

especially those relating to the Lisbon 

Agenda;

ÅOngoing: identifying relevant opportunities for 

the public and private sector, universities, 

research centres to benefit more from, and 

contribute more to, EU policies. 
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The NITF framework

A shared diagnosis on the NI economy:

Åeconomic performance (GDP) close to EU ave;

Åunemployment rates much lower than EU ave; 

Å low economic activity rates; 

Åproblems linked to social exclusion; 

Åa qualifications gap between top and bottom; 

Åunderperformance in business starts-ups and 
innovation rates.
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Impacts: some examples

(1) Networking:

ÅEmployment and Social Policy seminar, Belfast 

(April 2008);

ÅFifth Annual Anti-Discrimination Conference, 

Waterfront Hall, Belfast (June 2008);

ÅOpen Days, Brussels: annual participation;

ÅRelations with innovative regions (Helsinki, 

Gothenburg) .
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Impacts: some examples

(2) Projects: 

Achieved:

ÅTEN-T road project, 

ÅLeadership of a Regions for Economic Change 

project (city network).

Ongoing:

ÅPROGRESS: microfinance;

ÅLIFE: climate action project;

Å7th Framework Programme for Research;

ÅQuality labelling for NI agricultural products.



Regional Policy

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Impacts: Open Cities project,

2008-2011

EU priority: Managing Migration, facilitating social 

integration

Winning project: Open Cities ïOpenness and the 

Competitive Advantage of Diversity Open Cities ï

Openness and the Competitive Advantage of Diversity

Objective: to identify what makes a city open and 

attractive to international migrants and how cities can 

develop more pro-active policies to attract or retain 

mobile international populations.

Partners: City Councils of Belfast (Lead Partner); 

Bilbao; Madrid; Bucarest; Dusseldorf; Nitra; Sofia; 

Poznan; Dublin; Vienna


