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Background (commenced in 2005)

Dublin dMerseyside: Declaration of Intent to cooperate

Proposed to EC a number of options for co-operation using
the Structural Fund Guidelines. Further, proposed Bilateral
Maritime Co-operation measure under the INTERREG
NWE Programme

Dublin dBelfast-Glasgow: Joint co-operation report

Discussions with North West Assembly, UK re: possible
Irish SeaRegions cooperation



The Irish Sea Region (ISR)

1 2 Member States
I UK & Ireland
1 Regions ofi
I North West England,
I Wales,
I West Scotland,
i East and South East Ireland,
i Northern Ireland,
i Isle of Man

1 Population over 15 million

1 Combined GDP for the regior
of U464 billion (2007)




Importance of the Irish Sea

|.S. providesimportantlinks betweenlsland of Ireland, the Isle of
Man andthe United Kingdom

This maritimeareais effectivelya memberstateborderzonewith its
own characteristicjifferentfrom thoseof alandborder

|.S. of high importanceto the future economicand environmental
developmenbf thesurroundingcitiesandregions

Various strategicinterestsoperatingin and aroundl.S. as well as
overlappinguseswhich makesit crucial to put in place coherent
planningof thearea



Irish Sea Region in EU

IMTERRED LA, pragrarm s

1 With the enlargement of thdeEems
EU, the UK and Ireland
now lie on the periphery of [ I
Europe

1 Irish Sea important link
which connects Ireland, UK
and mainland Europe

1 |SR possesses unigue
characteristics within the |
EU, which complement thej#&
diversity of the Union '




Balanced Economic Development in EU

EU dominated economically by the global zone of the
London/Hamburg/Munich/Milan/ParisPentagon

ESDPargueghatotherzonesshouldbe developedo counteracand
enhancehis Pentagorio delivera strong andviable Europe

ISR providesa uniqueopportunityfor the collectivedevelopmenbf
this zoneasa potentialeconomicsupportand counterbalancéo the
Pentagon

ISR aims,andhasthe potentialasa functionalco-operationarea to
beatthecuttingedgeof Europeareconomiccompetitiveness



Towards Coherent Planning in the Irish Sea

1 Coherentplanning of the areais crucial and the ISR aims to
addresghis throughi

building on the existing strong links and synergiesbetweenthe
cities,regionsandports

focusingon sharedpriority themedor action
seekinganintegratedbasisfor action
realisingtangibleandpracticalbenefits

linking actionsto currentandproposedstrategies/actioplansof the
respectiveegions the MemberStatesandthe EuropearJnion.



Current partners/participants

North West Development
Agency

ANW

Belfast City Council
Dublin City Council
Dublin Regional Authority
University of Cork
Liverpool City Council
Liverpool University
Merseyside Dee Alliance
Bangor University

Sefton Metropolitan Borough
Councill

Natural England

1 Cumbria County Council
1 Countryside Council for Wales

Cheshire West & Cheshire
Council

Flintshire County Council
Wrexham County Councill
Denbighshire County Council

Ellesmere Port and Neston
Council

Wirral Metropolitan Borough
Council

Mersey Travel
Isle of Man Government

Department of Agric, Fisheries
& Forestryi Isle of Man

Department of Transpoitisle
of Man

Department of Trade and
Industryi Isle of Man



Formalising the Irish Sea Region as a
OFunctiona-bpAraai of

1 Set up an Irish Sea Regions Platform
1 Develop an Integrated Strategy
1 Decide on initial project initiatives

1 Source funding



